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Representation matters03
02
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INCLUSIVE 
STORYTELLING

LATINX/E  STUDENTS
 IN HIGHER ED

Looking at the current 
demographics + trends

GET TO KNOW YOU

Let’s start out with 
some fun



LET’S GET 
TO KNOW 
YOU!



● What’s your name?

● Who gave you your name? Why that name?

● Do you know the ethnic origin or meaning of your name?

● What is your preferred name?

With a partner…

Anyone like to share?



Why is this important?

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjExZVlDMFFkUmN2aDFYa1FwTVdDVVNoQ2l5X2doZUdoVzJiUFdVTmZpNjhRIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxNzQ4MjgyMDgzXzAifQ%3D%3D


What’s in a name?



Colon or Colón?



Papa or Papá? 





THE STATE 
OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION



Higher Ed 
Enrollment 

Cliff



Higher Ed 
Enrollment 



One-in-five 
enrolled 

students is 
Latinx/e



Background
● 3.4 million Latinx/e undergraduate students were 

enrolled in a postsecondary institution in 2020-21

● 80% of Latinx/e students enrolled at a public institution - 

almost half at a public 4-year and 36% at a public 2-year

● Latinx/e students are more likely to enroll part-time than 

all students



Background
● Between fall 2009 and fall 2019, total college enrollment 

decreased by 5%, but Latinx/e student college 

enrollment increased by 48%

● Latinx/e enrollment fell by 7% between fall 2019 and fall 

2021, citing challenges with the pandemic

● Number of Hispanic Serving Institutions - those with at 

least 25% Latinx/e population - also fell during the 

pandemic



10.5%



LATINX/E 
STUDENTS 
IN VIRGINIA



Statistics

● The national Hispanic population grew 23% since the last census, 
making up half of the total population growth nationwide

● Virginia’s Latinx population grew significantly faster: a 44% 
increase over ten years

● Loudoun County
○ Latinx population increased by 55% for a total of 14%, from 

2010 to 2020

● Most institutions have prioritized Latinx recruitment and outreach 

through programming and additional funding



Population 
by County



INCLUSIVE
STORYTELLING



Twice as perfect

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIBYaeYQF0k


From the 
Students’ Lens



Latinx Values

FAMILISMO PERSONALISMO RESPETO MACHISMO CONFIANZA

Family-
centeredness

Preference for 
warm, personal 

interactions

Encourages 
deferential 

behavior towards 
people with 

higher social rank 
as designated by 

age, gender, 
authority, or 

position

Traditional, 
often 

stereotypical, 
gender roles 

that guide 
behaviors

Confidence and 
trust in a 

relationship



Why is this 
important?

● Service the local community

● Showcase the university as a safe space for all students

● Build relationships with community leaders

● Allows the student to “see themselves” in college

● Support the need for local counselors 



RECRUITMENT



RECRUITMENT 
FUNNEL

Attract prospects 
and inquiries

Connect with the 
community

Apply and 
decisions are 
finalized

Connect, invite, 
and promote

OUTREACH

ENGAGEMENT

INTEREST

APPLICATION

SELECTION

Yield



Latinx 
Recruitment

● Spanish-language outreach and advertising

● Creating new scholarships and sources of emergency aid

● Engaging high school students

● Connecting a college education to career advancement

● Bilingual programming

● Visit local businesses and places of worship 

● Collaborate with local non-profits

● Host events on campus 



PROGRAM 
EXAMPLES

NC State University 
CAMINOS

Virginia Hispanic 
College Institute

Collaborative 
between 2-year and 
4-year institutions

Trio, Upward Bound, 
etc.

INSTITUTION

STATE-WIDE

REGIONAL

NATIONAL



COLLEGE 
EXPERIENCE



LATINX STUDENT 
SUCCESS*

MentoringAcademic 
Advising

Culturally 
Responsive

Career 
Readiness 

Financial Aid

*Excelencia in Education



Serving Latinx Students

● Acknowledge that Latinx students often are juggling multiple 
responsibilities in multigenerational households

● Address technology disparities

● Provide high-touch interventions 
○ Mental health services
○ Special funds

● Focus on improving adult education
○ Flexibility
○ Affordability

● Leverage data to identify what’s working for whom, and why
○ Potential for certificate programs 



COMUNIDAD

Create a collaborative on 
campus

Allow students the 
opportunity to dream

Local schools, 
businesses, places of 
worship, markets, etc.

PRE-COLLEGE

COMMUNITY

FACULTY, STAFF, AND  
STUDENTS

Engage alumni for 
recruiting, fundraising, 
and in support of current 
students

ALUMNI



TAKEAWAYS

Start at home
Your local community is 

your greatest asset

Listen to students
They are your greatest 

resource

Build community 
From programming to a 

collaborative

Be authentic 
It’s no longer “if you 

build it, they will come”



Justice Sotomayor

“Until we get equality in education, we 
won’t have an equal society.”



LET’S CONNECT!



● Critical Readings on Latinos and Education edited by 
Enrique Murillo, Jr

● Finding Latinx by Paola Ramos
● An African American and Latinx History of the United 

States by Paul Ortiz
● Latinx by Ed Morales
● Critical Dialogues in Latinx Studies edited by 

Ramos-Zayas and Rua 
● The New Latino Studies Reader by Gutierrez and 

Almaguer
● Living in Spanglish by Ed Morales
● Mi Voz, Mi Vida by Garrod, Kikenny, and Gomez
● American Like Me edited by America Ferrera

WANT TO LEARN MORE?


